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General problems that faced by students in writing narrative text is the 
students are confused how to write narrative text based on generic structure well. 
So, the students still made errors in writing narrative text such as in using of tenses 
and verb. Two reasons why the students made errors in writing narrative text are 
because less in grammar mastery and confuse to differenciate of the verb. The aims 
of this research are to find out the error, find out the kinds of error, and to find out 
the dominant errors made by the students in writing narrative text. 
This research conduct through qualitative research which uses descriptive 
method. Sources of data from this research is the students at 6th semester of English 
department period 2019-2020 IAIN Padangsidimpuan from TBI-1 with the total of 
37 students. The instruments are essay writing test and interview for finding the 
students’ made dominant error. There are some techniques to collect the data, they 
are: read the students’ writing firstly, identification of error, classification of error, 
tabulating of erorr, describing of error, the last is taking conclusion about the error.  
Based on the result of the research, found that students made error in surface 
strategy taxonomy category. The item erros that usually faced by students were on 
using conjunction, article, singular/plural, to be, verb tense, adverb and adjective, 
demonstrative adjective, pronoun, and preposition. The kinds of error made by 
students were in category omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. The 
number of omission error was 63. The number of addition error was 62. The 
number of misformation erorr was 56. The last is the number of misordering error 
was 23. Total all of the errors were 204. The biggest total percentage was in 
omission which in using article. Researcher concluded that the dominant errors 
made by students in writing narrative text was in omission category with the 
percentage 30,9 %.  
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Masalah umum yang ditemukan pada mahasiswa dalam menulis teks naratif 
ialah mahasiswa bingung bagaimana caranya menulis teks naratif sesuai dengan 
generic structure dengan baik. Jadi mahasiswa tersebut masih membuat beberapa 
kesalahan dalam menulis teks naratif seperti dalam penggunaan bentuk waktu 
(tenses) dan kata kerja. Dua alasan mengapa mahasiswa membuat kesalahan dalam 
menulis teks naratif karena lemah dalam penguasaan tata bahasa (grammar) dan 
dalam membedakan kata kerja. Tujuan dari penelitian ini ialah untuk menemukan 
kesalahan, menemukan jenis kesalahan, dan menemukan kesalahan yang dominan 
dibuat oleh mahasiswa dalam menulis teks naratif. 
Penelitian ini dibangun melalui penelitian kualitatif dengan menggunakan 
metode deskriptif. Sumber data dari penelitian ini ialah mahasiswa semester 6 
jurusan bahasa Inggris tahun akademik 2019-2020 IAIN Padangsidimpuan dari 
TBI-1 dengan total mahasiswa sebanyak 37 orang. Instrumen yang digunakan ialah 
tes menulis esai dan wawancara untuk menemukan jenis kesalahan yang dominan 
dibuat oleh mahasiswa. Ada beberapa tehnik dalam pengumpulan data yaitu: 
membaca tulisan mahasiswa terlebih dahulu, mengidentifikasikan kesalahan, 
mengklasifikasikan kesalahan, mengolah kesalahan, mendeskripsikan kesalahan, 
dan yang terakhir ialah mengambil kesimpulan dari kesalahan tersebut.  
Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, ditemukan bahwa mahasiswa membuat 
kesalahan pada kategori surface strategy taxonomy. Bagian kesalahan yang selalu 
ditemukan dari mahasiswa yaitu: conjunction, article, singular/plural, to be, verb 
tense, adverb and adjective, demonstrative adjective, pronoun, and preposition. 
Jenis kesalahan yang dibuat oleh mahasiswa terdapat pada kategori omission, 
addition, misformation, dan misordering. Jumlah kesalahan pada omission 
sebanyak 63. Jumlah kesalahan pada addition sebanyak 62. Jumlah kesalahan pada 
misformation sebanyak 56. Jumlah kesalahan pada misordering sebanyak 23. Total 
keseluruhan kesalahan sebanyak 204. Persentase total yang paling besar terdapat 
pada omission dalam penggunaan article. Peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa kesalahan 
dominan yang dibuat oleh mahasiswa dalam menulis teks naratif ialah pada 
kategori omission dengan persentase 30,9 %. 
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A. Background of the Problem 
In learning a language, there are four skills that must be mastered. They 
are listening, speaking, reading and writing. By mastering these four skills, 
students will be easier for learning a language. The first is listening, listening 
is the ability to comprehend what other people said, it includes 
comprehending speakers’ pronounciation, grammar or even meaning. The 
second is speaking, speaking is ability to convey or tell the ideas to other 
people in directly or indirectly form. The third is reading, reading is an 
activity to get the meaning or the point one from the written form. The last 
skill is writing, writing is an activity to write something which writer can 
convey the ideas in written form, so other people can read it. In writing, it can 
write on piece of paper and other medias such as at screen. 
Writing is one of basic skill that should be mastered by students through 
the writing process. Students can express ideas or feeling into written form. In 
writing, students can not far from structure and grammar. Not only write in 
English, but all of the languages in the world need it. In writing, people can 
write or imagine feeling and expressing in written form. 
There are many kinds of writing. The first is expository writing that states 
author’s purpose is to inform or explain the subject to the reader or listener. 
The second is persuasive writing that states the opinion of the writer and 





states the author tells a story that could be fact or fiction. The last is 
descriptive writing that states using the five senses to paint a picture for the 
reader or listener. This writing incorporates the specific details. 
Why is writing important for students especially for University students? 
The reason is because the students need to process writing capability, 
especially relating to the written assignments given by lecturers. If students 
are asked to write in English, students should have competency in using 
written English. That is why, writing is an important subject to learn. Writing 
narrative text is also important too. Because students will be easier to 
comprehend and to write a text about fiction story. Students can imagine what 
was happen in the past (the story) then share it in written form. 
While learning process, students are not only learning English language 
components and language skills but also about genres or kinds of text 
especially in writing class. By learning it, students know and have capability 
in writing a text based on generic structure, language features, and in using 
tense well. 
There are many kinds of text, they are: narrative text, descriptive text, 
report text, recount text, procedure text, explanation text, hortatory and 
analytical exposition, discussion text, news item, spoof text, and anecdote.  
Narrative text is a text which has function to amuse or entertain the 
reader/listener. This text tells about the events, legends, or imaginative story 
that happen in the past which contain moral value from the text itself. 





such as how to write the text based on the generic structure, so it can be a 
good and correct writing. How ever in making a good or correct writing needs 
efforts and in doing the efforts often finds error by error. 
Error is mistake that students have done in learning language. Generally, 
the error analysis is an effort to discover the students' errors in the process of 
teaching-learning, which students also still experience in the new language 
learning process. Errors are a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of 
a native speaker, reflecting the inter-language competence of the learners. 
Learners of a language have different levels of competency in learning 
English and automatically this process may involve different causes for error. 
Error analysis becomes an interesting issue in studies of second language 
acquisition. In language teaching and learning, error analysis can be used as a 
technique identify, classify, and finally find the students‟ difficulties in 
learning English. It suits with Hariri which states that EA is a systematic 
procedure in gathering, identifying, describing, then explaining and also 
evaluating errors from from the data then finally analyzing it.
1
 
Basically, narrative text is a text that have learned by students in the junior 
high school. Students at the college also learned it. In the time period long 
enough, absolutely students have been understood well. So students will not 
make error in writing this text. But actually, when writing class is being held, 
students are confused how to write the text based on generic structure well. 
So, students still made errors in writing the text. 
                                                             
1Harisna Hikmah, “Analysis of Omission and Addition Errors Found in the Students’ 





General problems that faced by students at 6th semester in writing 
narrative text is students still made errors such as in using of tenses the text, 
grammatical and the verb. The reasons why students made errors in writing 
narrative text are because less in grammar mastery and confuses to 
differenciate of the verb. The example errors usually faced by students in 
writing narrative text such as : 
The first is in using of verb one. Example: forgot to brought, it 
should become forgot to bring.
2
 The second example error is : “I wanted to 
talked”, but the correct sentence is “I wanted to talk”.
3
 The third example 
error is “narrative text use past tense but I write verb 1 in the sentence.
4
 
Reseacher chooses narrative text than other text in doing this research 
because there are many reasons. The first is because of generic structure and 
kinds of narrative text are more complete than other text. The second is 
because of narrative text only learned by students at 6th semester in writing 
class at the college level especially at State Institute for Islamis Studies 
Padangsidimpuan. The third is because the reseacher is curious about the 
errors made by students in writing narraative text and to simplify the students 
to evaluate the errors. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in doing this 
research to find out error that students made in writing narrative text.  
                                                             
2Hotni Rambe, Student at 6th semester TBI-1 IAIN Padangsidimpuan, Private Interviews, 
On 5 May 2020. 
3Ade Pratiwi, Student at 6th semester TBI-1 IAIN Padangsidimpuan, Private Intervews, 
On 5 May 2020. 
4Diah Ayu Pratiwi, Student at 6th semester TBI-1 IAIN Padangsidimpuan, Private 





Therefore, the researcher wants to conducts this research under the title is 
“Students’ Error In Writing Narrative Text at  t  Semester (TBI-1) of 
English Department Period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN 
Padangsidimpuan”. 
B. Focus of the Problem 
 This research focuses on error in writing narrative text that made by 
students of English department IAIN Padangsidimpuan. The researcher 
limited at class TBI-1 at 6th semester. The researcher focuses on surface 
strategy taxonomy to analyze the error that students’ made in writing 
narrative text. From surface strategy taxonomy, there are four categories, they 
are: omission, addition, selection or misformation, and misordering. 
C. Definition of Key Terms 
1. Students 
Hornby stated that student is a person is studying at a university or 
college.
5
 Student is a person who studied or learnt a lesson or something 
in the classroom with the teacher. The researcher focuses on students’ 
error in writing narrative text at 6th semester (TBI-1) of English 
department period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan. 
2.    Error 
 Error is mistake that students have done in learning language. 
Generally, the error analysis is an effort to discover the students' errors in 
the process of teaching-learning, which students also still experience in 
                                                             






the new language learning process. Consequently, it will be easy to find 
them make some errors.  
 The error is determined by the analysis and clarification process, it 
is aimed to find out the best way to be applied in correcting the students’ 
errors themselves.
6
 There are four descriptive taxonomies to analyze 
errors, namely; linguistic category taxonomy, surface strategy taxonomy, 
comparative taxonomy, and communicative effect taxonomy. In this 
research, the researcher focuses on surface strategy taxonomy to analyze 
students’ error in writing narrative text. From surface strategy taxonomy, 
there are four categories, they are; omission, addition, selection or 
misformation, and misordering. 
3.   Writing 
 Writing is an activity for expressing of ideas in written form. 
Writing is one of skill that students mastered in learning English. In this 
research, the researcher focuses about students’ error in writing narrative 
text. Writing is an activity for producing and expressing, it is producing 
the words and sentences then it expressing with the meaning of ideas, 
thus writing skill is the activity to transfer the ideas through words and 
sentences the idea will change to scientific.
7
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4. Narrative Text 
  As Semi in Hasani stated that narrative is conversation or writing 
with the purpose tells about action or human experience based on the 
development of time. Keraf stated that “Narrative as a story tells or 
describes an action in the past time clearly, so narrative is tried to answer 
the question: what happened”.  
  Narrative as a story, so it is should have the element that can make 
the story more interesting to the reader such as a conflict and conclusion of 
the story.
8
 Narrative text is a text to tell the past event in chronologically 
which has moral value from the itself, this text has function to entertain to 
reader or listener. 
D. Formulation of the Problem 
 Based on explanations above, formulation of the problem for this 
research can be formulated as follow: 
1. What error are made by students of English department at 6th semester 
period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan in writing 
narrative text? 
2. What kinds of error are made by students of English department at 6th 
semester period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan in 
writing narrative text? 
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3. What kinds of dominant error are made by students of English department 
at 6th semester period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan in 
writing narrative text? 
E. The Aims of the Research 
 Based on the formulation of the problem above, the aims of the research 
are: 
1. To find out the error made by students of English department at 6th 
semester period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan in 
writing narrative text 
2. To find out kinds of error made by the students of English department at 
6th semester period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan in 
writing narrative text. 
3. To find out kinds of dominant error made by the students of English 
department at 6th semester period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN 
Padangsidimpuan in writing narrative text. 
F. Significanses of the Research 
 By conducting this research under the title students’ error in writing 
narrative text at 6th semester (TBI-1) of English department period 2019-2020 
(Via Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan, hopefully the result of the research is 









 For students, the findings of this research will motivate students in 
practice English grammar well in writing, especially in writing a text. 
2. Theoretically 
  The result of this research can be beneficial for other researchers or 
other readers as the source of references in doing the research in the same 
topic or in different way in future time. 
G. Outline of the Thesis 
 The systematic of this research devided into five chapters. Each chapter 
consisted of many sub chapters with detail as follow: 
1. Chapter one, it consists of background of the problem, focus of the 
problem, definition of key terms, formulation of the problem, the aims of 
research, and significanses of the research. 
2. Chapter two, it consists of theoretical of description and review of related 
findings. In theoretical of description consists of error analysis and 
writing narrative text. 
3. Chapter three, it consists of place and time of the research, kind and 
method of the research, source of the data, instrument of collecting data, 
technique of collecting data, and technique of data analysis. 
4. Chapter four, it consists of findings, discussion, and the threats of 
research. 








A. Error Analysis 
1. Definition of Error Analysis 
 In the beginning, the error existed before creation of this earth. Even 
after creation of this earth, error appears again. Along with the Holy 
Qur’an at Surah Al-Baqarah verse 36: 
                                  
                     
Meaning : 
 Then the Shaitan made them slip therefrom (the paradise), and get them 
out from that in which they were. We said: “Get you down, all, with 
enmity between yourselves. On earth will be a dwelling place for you and 




According to the Surah Al-Baqarah verse 36 above, Allah prohibited 
Adam to eat Khuldi which kinds of fruit from heaven, but he still ate it 
because Adam have affected by Syaitan. So, Allah Swt got down him from 
heaven because he have made a mistake it. Therefore, Adam was on earth 
which will be a dwelling place for him and enjoyment for a time.  
Error appears at any time. It can be while eating something, reading, 
looking at something, speaking or even error that people usually do in 
daily life. Error the researcher means here is not which happens based on 
situation have said before, but error which happen while learning process, 
                                                             
9Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din al-Hilali Khan and Muhammad Muhsin, Al-Qur’an Perkata 





which error in learning a language in English especially error made by the 
students of English department at 6th semester period 2019-2020 (Via 
Online) IAIN Padangsidimpuan in writing narrative text. 
There are two terms which same with error itself namely mistake and 
wrong. Errors and mistakes are not the same; it is crucial to make the 
distinction between errors and mistakes and most people still 
misunderstand the difference between error and mistake. Error is the 
condition of having incorrect or false knowledge or made due to lack of 
knowledge. It is not recognized by the learner. An error can not be self-
corrected. It reveals a portion of the learner’s competence. Error is a 
noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of native speaker. Error is 
more technical and informal than mistake. In error, the language not 
internalised yet, incomplete knowledge, occur when learning and learner 
cannot correct even when error is pointed out. 
Harmer explains that a mistake is less serious since it is the retrieval 
that is faulty, not the knowledge. In other words, the learner knows the 
rule, but made a “slip” when producing it. Brown further expresses it 
differently by stating, “a mistake refers to a performance error that is either 
a random guess or a slip.”  
In other words, it is a failure to utilize a known system incorrectly. All 
people can make mistakes in both native and second language situations.
10
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Meanwhile mistake is a failure to utilize a known system correctly. The 
listener recognized and corrected it and it is not a deficiency in 
competence. A mistake refers to a performance error that is either a 
random guess. Mistake can be self-corrected if the deviation is pointed out 
the listener. Hubbard, et al. states that errors are caused by the lack of 
knowledge about the target language or by an incorrect hypothesis about 
it; and mistakes are caused by temporary lapses of memory, confusion, 
slips of the tongue and so on. Another way to differentiate an error and a 
mistake is if the learner can correct himself, it is probably a mistake, but if 
he cannot, then it is probably an error. 
Whereas wrong has meaning is a false that someone or students made 
in answering the question while teacher give a test directly or indirectly. 
So, from three terms above, the researcher concluded that error is 
condition which not recognized by the learner that usually occur while 
learning. Mistake is condition which recognized by the learner which the 
learner can feel that made a mistake. Wrong is uncorrect situation that 
students made while answering  the question from the teacher. In this 
research, the researcher only discusses about the error, which the error 
made by the students at 6th semester period 2019-2020 (Via Online) IAIN 
Padangsidimpuan in writing narrative text. 
There are some experts that support to the theory of error itself. Dulay 
defines errors as the flawed side of the learner’s speech or writing. They 





selected norm of the mature language performance. This means that there 
is something wrong in language performance and the making of error is 
unavoidable in the learning process. Beside the making of error is one part 
of learning and no one can learn without making them.
11
 
Meanwhile, Brown states that errors are a noticeable deviation from the 
adult grammar of a native speaker, reflecting the inter-language 
competence of the learners. Learners of a language have different levels of 
competency in learning English and automatically this process may 
involve different causes for error.
12
 
In addition errors are rule based; that is, inadequate mastery of some 
target language rules leads to the production of linguistic items both 
written and oral those are not acceptable and familiar to native or fluent 
speakers.
13
 Error analysis is an activity to reveal errors found in writing 
and speaking. Richards et.al state that error analysis is the study of errors 
made by the second and foreign language learners.  
Error analysis may be carried out in order to find out how well someone 
knows a language, to find out how a person learns a language, and to 
obtain information on common difficulties in language learning, as an aid 
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in teaching or in the preparation of teaching materials. This definition 
stresses the functions of error analysis.
14
 
Corder stated that error analysis is explaining the mistakes produced by 
learners are a necessary learning tool. In other words, errors are positive 
and unavoidable. This was such a new and innovative perspective because, 
according to Behaviourism, errors are considered as a failure which had to 
be avoided since delay the learning process.
15
 
An error analysis is also important to describe what kinds of error that 
students make, to know the causes of the error and how the students can 
learn from their mistakes and correct in their writing. The teacher must be 




Nunan defines “error” as a piece of speech or writing that is 
recognizably different in some way from native speaker usage, which can 
occur at the level of discourse, grammar, vocabulary, or pronunciation.
17
 
Errors are also considered natural products in language learning and in fact 
reflect the modes of learners' developing interlanguage system.  
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It can be concluded that errors tend to be caused by imperfect or lack of 
competence. While mistakes or lapses are caused by stress, fatigue, 
boredom, emotion, or learners’ slips of the tongue and tend to be not 
systematic. Error as a piece of writing that is admittedly in some way from 
the speaker’s usage, which happen at the level of vocabulary, grammar, 
pronounciation. 
Corder states that errors are things made by beginner of second or other 
language learners who do not yet have a full command of language 
system. Thus, the English learners could probably make errors because 
they do not know the English grammar well. The learners think that they 
make the right English even though they do not because their language 
system says so.
18
 Zhang said that errors can be seen clearly in the learners’ 
written performance that the students are bound to encounter would be 
weak vocabulary, inappropriate use of grammar in sentence etc.
19
 
Based on some explanations about definition of error above, the 
researcher concluded that error is something wrong that have been made 
from the competency of the learners (people or the students), can be error 
from their listening, speaking, reading, and writing. No one never made a 
something wrong when the students learnt a language in English. Error 
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analysis is an activity to declare something error that found when someone 
doing something, such as in listening, speaking, reading, or writing. 
According to Ellis and Barkhuizen stated that error analysis consists of 
a set of procedure for identifying, describing, and explaining learner 
errors. Error analysis is the polling of error made by the students in 
learning English as the second and foreign language. It’s function is to 
figure out how well someone in learning language in English, to acquire 
information on general difficulties in language learning, as a tool in 
teaching or in the prepation of the materials. 
2. Classification of Error 
 There are four descriptive taxonomies to analyze errors, namely; 
linguistic category taxonomy, surface strategy taxonomy, comparative 
taxonomy, and communicative effect taxonomy.
 20 
1. Linguistic category taxonomy 
 These linguistic category taxonomies classify errors according to 
either or both the language component or the particular linguistic 
constituent the error affect. Language components include phonology 
(pronounciation), syntax and morphology (grammar), semantic and 
lexicon (meaning and vocabulary), and discourse (style). 
2. Communicative effect taxonomy 
 Communicative effect taxonomy deals with errors from the 
perspective of their effect on the listener or reader. It focuses on 
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distinguishing between errors that seem to cause miscommunication 
and those that don’t. 
3. Comparative taxonomy 
 Error in comparative taxonomy is based on comparison between 
the structure of L2 error and certain other types of construction. For 
example, if one were to use of comparative taxonomy to classify the 
error of a Korean students learning English, one might compare the 
structure of the student’s error that of error reported for children 
acquiring English as a first language 
4. Surface strategy taxonomy 
 Surface strategy taxonomy highlights the ways surface structure 
are altered: learners may omit necessary item or add unnecessary ones, 
learner may misform items or misorder item.. 
  The researcher only discussed about surface strategy taxonomy to 
analyze the error that students’ made in writing narrative text. According 
to James, error in writing such as tense preposition, and weak vocabulary 
are the most common and frequent type of errors that are committed by 
learner.
21
 From surface strategy taxonomy, there are four categories. They 
are: omission, addition, selection or misformation, and misordering. 
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 Omission errors are chategorized by the absent of an item that must 
appear in a well-form utterances. Omission is some necessary part of 
words, morphemes, or auxiliaries that may be left out by the learner 
because of his ignorance as to how to produce correct words.  
 Although any morphemes or words in sentence is potential 
candidate for omission, some types of morpheme are omit more than 
others. Content morphemes carry the bulk of the referential meaning of 
a sentence: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs. For example, in the 
sentences: Khadijah is the president of the new company. 
 The word Khadijah, president, new, and company are the content 
morphemes that carry the burden of meaning. If one heard “Khadjah 
president new company”, one could deduce a meaningful sentence, 
while if one heard “is the of the”, one could not even begin to guess 
what the speaker might have had in mind.  
 In one well-known recent experiment, Dulay, Burt, and Krashen 
found that verification that grammatical morphemes, such as verbs, 
articles, nouns, prepositions, inflections, are left out more often than the 
content of morphemes which carries the meaning. As an illustration, in 
the sentence “coconut basic ingredient many curries” the grammatical 
morphemes is, a and for are left out. Ommission is the error of leaving 






For example:  
a) There is picture on the wall. This sentence leaves out an article “a” 
that must be added before the word picture. 
b) My home is Padangsidimpuan. This sentence omit the preposition in. 
So the correct is “My home is in Padangsidimpuan”. 
c) She a translator. This sentence omit to be is. So the correct is “She is 
a translator”. 
2) Addition 
 Addition errors are the opposite of omission.They are characterized 
by the presence of an item which must not appear in a well-formed 
utterance. Addition errors usually occur in the later stages of L2 
acquisition, when the learner has already acquired some target 
language rules. In fact, addition errors result from the all-too-faithful 
use of certain rules.
22
 
 Addition is the adding of some unnecessary or redundant parts of 
words, for instance, using both modal and verb be or adding –s to 
nouns which are similar in forms for both singular and plural forms, 
or uncountable nouns. The presence of these extra items has been 
divided into three categories by Dulay et al., the first one is double 
marking, as in “did you needed help?”, and regularisation, e.g. 
“mousses, spreaded, criterias, etc”.  
                                                             





 The last is simple addition which includes the rest of the additions. 
Addition is the error of adding some unnecessary or incorrect element 
in an utterance. For instance: The books is here. There is suffix “-s” 
added after the world “book”. Hence, this indicates addition error. 
a) Double Marking 
 This type is usually from the failure to delete certain items 
required in some linguistics construction, but not in others. 
Double marking usually happens in tense. In most English 
sentences, may be marked systactically only once. We say “I 
didn’t go”, although go takes a past tense marker when there is no 
auxiliary (such as do) on which to mark the tense, as in “They 
went to lunch an hour ago”. The Eglish rule for tense formation 
is: place the tense marker on the first verb. In a simple affirmative 
declarative sentence, the main verb is the only verb, and thus 
takes the tense, as in the sentence above. 
 In a sentence where an auxiliary is required in addition to 
the main verb, the auxiliary, not the main verb, takes the tense. 
Learner who have acquired the tense form for both auxiliary and 
verb often place the marker on both, as in “ He doesn’t knows my 
name or We didn’t went there. 
 Because two items rather than one are marked for the same 
feature (tense, in these examples), this type of addition error has 





b)  Regularization 
Regularization is a rule typically to a class of linguistic 
items, such as the class of main verb or the class of nouns. In 
most language, however, some members of a class are exception 
to the rule. For example, the verb eat does not become eated, but 
ate; the noun sheep is also sheep in the plural, not sheeps.
23
 
Regularization errors that fall under the addtion category 
are chosen in which a marker that is typically added to exeptional 
items of the given class that do not take a marker. There are some 
exeptions that can be found in English. For example: the verb 
singed cannot be changed into singed but sang. The noun 
“woman” cannot be pluralized into womans but women.  
It is true that in English most of verb can be changed into 
past form by adding-d/-ed after the basic verb and most of nouns 
can be pluralized by adding –s/-es to singular forms, but not all of 
them. The description above show other errors that may be made 
by the learners in which the errors are interfered by 
regularization. The learners may say, The man did not cry or The 
men did not cried or even, The mans did not cried. 
c)  Simple Addtion 
 It is an addition error that consists of double marking or 
regularization. No particular features characterize all addition 
                                                             





errors, which are the use of an item should not appear in a well-
formed utterance. 
    Example: The book is in over there 
          A this Al-qur’an is good 
 The error in the first sentence is the addition of the 
preposition in and the error in the second sentence is the addition 
of the article a either the preposition in or the article a must not 
appear in those two sentences. 
3) Misformation 
 Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form 
of the morpheme or structure. In misformation, e learner supplies 
something, although it is incorrect. For example: in “The cat eated the 
fish”, a past tense marker was supplied by the learner; it was just not 
the right one. Misformation are usually not random.
24
 
 Selection usually occurs in the selection of phoneme, morpheme, 
structure or vocabulary items. It happens when one word is 
substituted with another similar word. Selection or misformation is 
the error of using one the grammatical form place another 
grammatical form, for example: “I see her yesterday.” This sentence 
contains misformation in using irregular verb which marked by the 
using the wrong form “see” to replace “saw”. 
 
                                                             





a)  Regularization 
 Regularization errors that fall under the misformation 
category are those in which a regular marker is used in place of an 
irregular one. For example: 
    Runned for ran.or gooses for geese or childs for children 
b)  Archi-form 
 Archi-form errors are the selection of one number of a class 
is common characteristic of all stages of second language 
acquisition. 
     For example: 
     I saw her yesterday. Her talked with my brother. 
  There is archi-form error that should be I saw her 
yesterday. She talked with my brother. It is caused when the learner 
represents the entire class of subject. 
c) Alternating Forms 
 Alternating form error caused by the learners’ vocabulary 
and grammar development. For example: 
      I seen her yesterday 
     The alternating error that should be I saw her yesterday  
4) Misordering 
 Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement of 





For example: “He is all the time late”. All the time is misordered.
25
 
Misordering is an incorrect order of words in a sentence. As an 
illustration, “do not leave in the rain her waiting outside” where in the 
rain is incorrectly placed. Erdogan gave some examples of 
misordering; in morphology e.g. “get upping” for “getting up”, in 
syntax e.g. “he is a dear to me friend” instead of “he is a dear friend to 
me”, and lastly in lexicon e.g. “key car” for “car key”. The latter is 




 Misordering is the error of putting the words in utterance in the 
wrong order. For example: “She will come evening tomorrow.” This 
sentence has the wrong order of adverb of time “evening tomorrow”. 
It must be changed becomes: “She will come tomorrow evening.
27
 
Other example: They like colour black. The correct is they like black 
colour. 
  Based on some explanations above, researcher concluded that there 
are four kind of errors (based on surface strategy taxonomy), namely: 
omission, addition, misformation or selection and misordering. 
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3. Cause of Error 
 Brown stated that the cause of error can be devided into three 
categories namely: 
a. Interlingual Interference 
 Interlingual Interference is a cause of errors where the learners 
transfer their native language system into the target language system. 
Interlingual interference is called as interlingual, which is defined by 
Smith as the systematic linguistic behavior of the learners of second or 
other language. 
 Interlingual transfer is a significant error source for all students. 
The second language system is familiar, and the only previous linguistic 
system upon which the learner can draw is the native language. The 
error is the result of the transmission from the native language. The 
second language students attempt to combine is the use of their mother 
tongue with the second language they learn. 
 Interlingual errors come from interference from the first language. 
In this context, the first language is Bahasa which is the interferer and 
English as the target language is the interfered.
28
 In this type, errors are 
caused by mother tongue interference.  
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For example : The sun not rises in the west. The sentence supposed to 
write, The sun does not rise in the west.
29
 
b. Intralingual Interferences 
 Intralingual is a cause of error from the target language it self due 
it’s complicated system Brown. In this case, the learners have been 
saved from the interferences of their mother tongue but as they learn the 
target language. They find it more complicated and the result learning, 
the learner seem to make generalization of the target system on the 
basis of the data to which they are exposed. 
 This kind of errors occurs during the learning process of the second 
language at a stage when the learners have not really acquired the 
knowledge. In addition, errors are also caused by the difficulty or the 
problem of language itself.
30
 Intralingual transfer is a major factor in 
the learning of the second language. The second language pupils have 
learned the target language in this phase. They overgeneralized the rules 
of the target language information in every language structure they 
produce. Intralingual errors occur when language learners produce the 
language using their own creativity. For example a learner many 
produce He does not comes, based on the English structures He is not 
coming or He does not come. 
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 The error of carelessness is caused of the less knowledge of the 
students and the students who are purposely done the mistake. It can be 
shown when the students use double preposition or may be 
phonemeomitted or mistyping. 
d. Context of learning 
 It refers to the situation in the case of untutored second language 
learning. The students find different information from what they have 
learnt in the classroom and outside the classroom. These could be 
happened because of teacher's incorrect information. 
e. Communication Strategies 
 Strategies of communication were defined and related to learning 




  From some explanations above, the researcher concluded that it 
can be seen that the sources of errors which influence errors produced by 
second language learners are in the form of interlingual interference, 
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Indicator of Error 
 
B. Writing Narrative Text 
1. Writing 
a. Definition of Writing 
  Writing is the one of basic skill that has be mastered by students 
through the writing process, the students can express their ideas or 
feeling into written form. In writing, it can not be separated from 
structure and grammar itself. Not only write in English, but all of the 
languages in the world need it. Writing is the process of giving 
information by text that involved in word or sentence. By this skill, 
people can share their language with another people. In writing, people 
can write or imagine what their feeling and expressing in written form.  
No Surface Strategy Taxonomy Total of Error Percentage 
1 Omission   
2 Addition 
a. Double Marking 
b. Regularization 






c. Alternating form 
  
4 Misordering   





  Writing is one of the language skills which is important in our life. 
Through writing, people can inform others, carry out transactions, 
persuade, infuriate, and tell what you feel. However, has been known that 
writing or learning to write especially in a second language is not simply 
a matter of “writing things down”. It is one of the four basic skills that 
are very complex and difficult to learn.
32
 
  According to Brown, “writing is thinking process, because writing 
is a process of putting ideas down on paper to transform thought into 
words and give them structure and coherent organization”. Hugley et al 
explain that “writing is a communicative act. It depends upon the 
awareness of the social expectation”. This means as communicative act, 
writing can develop social relationship and social expectation because 
writing is one of the tools in communication. Writing is a process of 
thinking something to inform idea or concept in written from. Writing 
can be a tool for communicating something to other people. 
  According to Norrish, writing is more difficult than speaking. It is 
the language skill with which native speaker has most problems and one 
which is not mastered at all by some of them. It means that writing is not 
simply speech written on paper. In fact, it is more complicated than 
speech. It is not easy to practice though. Therefore, a writer needs some 
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knowledge about writing and must practice it regularly.
33
 Writing is 
difficult skill than speaking skill which is not mastered at all of people. 
The writer should practice it continuely and need some idea or 
knowledge in writing, especially in writing a text. 
  Writing is the one of the basic skills of the English language. It is 
generally considered one of the most difficult that other skills for foreign 
language students. Even native speakers feel difficulty in showing a good 
command of writing.
34
 Writing is one of the four skills of language which 
is very important to learn. Writing as a process to get product is 
influenced by some elements such as vocabulary, grammar, orga- 
nization, spelling, and punctuation.
35
  
  The writing process as a private activity may be broadly seen as 
comprising four main stages: planning, drafting, revising and editing.
36
 
Writing is an activity that has been widely described by Allah Swt in Al-
qur’an Surah Al-Alaq verse 4: 
         
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  Based on the verse above, Allah teaches human with an 
instrumentality writing and reading. According to Herizal and Afriani 
that writing is important lesson for students both to fulfill their obligation 
as students and their status as creatures of God to execute his orders. In 
writing, the students can express their mind and feeling and think about 




  In Al-qur’an Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282 also told about writing 
(in cause of contract a debt) as follow: 
                              
                              
                                   
                                   
                            
                          
                          
                          
                              
                                                             





                               
    
 
Meaning:  
 O you who believe! When you contract a debt for a fixed period, write 
it down. Let a scribe write it down in justice between you. Let not the 
scribe refuse to write as Allah has taught him, so let him write. Let him 
(the debtor) who incurs the liability dictate, and he must fear Allah, his 
lord, and diminish not anything of what he owes. But if the debtor is of 
poor understanding, or weak, or is unable to dictate for himself, then let 
his guardian dictate in justice. And get two witnesess out of your own 
men. And if there are not two men (avalaible), then a men and two 
women, such as you agree for witnesess, so that if one of them (two 
women) errs, the other can remind her. And the witnesess should not 
refuse when they are called (for evidence). You should not become weary 
to write it (your contract) whether it be small or big, for its fixed them, that 
is more just with Allah; more solid as evidence, and more convinient to 
prevent doubts among yourselves, save when it is a present trade which 
you carry out on the spot among yourselves, then there is no sin on you if 
you do not write it down. But take witnesess whenever you make a 
commercial contract. Let neither scribe nor witnesess suffer any harm, but 
if you do (such harm), it would be wickedness in you. So be afraid of 




   
  According to the Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282 above, Allah has 
taught the mankind for writing the contract of a debt. It means, if one 
person have a debt to other person, so the giver must be written it well (in 
contract) whether it be small or big. 
  Meanwhile Bridges et al. defined writing as the phase in where a 
basic draft of a composition produced by the particular writer. Expressing 
the feelings and presenting the language other than the first language, are 
                                                             





the essential things for the students even though writing is considered 
more difficult compared to other language skills.
39
 
  From some explanations above, the researcher concluded that 
writing is an important skill in learning a language in English. By 
writing, someone can share ideas to another. Writing is one of complex 
skill and difficult because the writer must be understood how to write 
based on the grammatical form so the reader can comprehend it well. 
  There are many kinds of writing. The first is expository writing 
that states author’s purpose is to inform or explain the subject to the 
reader or listener. The second is persuasive writing that states the opinion 
of the writer and attempts to influence the reader or listener. The third is 
narrative writing that states the author tells a story that could be fact or 
fiction. The last is descriptive writing that states using the five senses to 
paint a picture for the reader or listener. This writing incorporates the 
specific details. 
  Why is writing important for students especially for University 
students? Writing is important for them, because the students need to 
process writing capability, especially relating to the written assignments 
given by their lecturers. If the students are asked to write in English, they 
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should have competency in using written English. That is why, writing is 






b. Process of Writing 
1) Prewriting 
  Prewriting is beginning activity (process of thinking firstly) 
to find or choose the topic, think the idea or information to explain 
the topic so the writer knows what she/he will write. 
2) Dafting/Organizing 
 Drafting is getting your ideas down on paper in roughly the 
format you intend. After the writer has been written it, the writer 
have to organize or make a draft in format form into simple outling 
one. Write the model that called as main idea. In main idea, the 
writer tell about it in detail more. 
3) Revising 
Revising is correcting any major errors and improving 
writings form and content. In this step, the writer revise the context 
or content of the writing, and organize the form of writing. 
4) Editing and Proofreading 
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 Editing and proofreading is polishing the writing and fixing 
errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics. Develop good 
proofreading skills, each writing chapter offers a specific focus. In 
this step, the writer have to edit whether there is error or not from 
the writing itself, such as the grammar, diction, or the spelling. The 
writer must be able to organize it into specific focus so the reader 
or listener understand the writing well. 
5) Publishing and Presenting 
 Publishing and presenting is sharing your writing. The 
writing process gives you an overview of the strategies and 
techniques that are available to you as part of the writing process. 
Each of the chapters in the writing section will teach you strategies 
suited to specific forms of writing.
 41
  
 The last step is optional. If write for the class’ assignment, 
need not to publish the writing. Nevertheless, you can publish the 
writing if want it to be read by the publish.
42
 This is the last step in 
writing, the writer publish or presenting it to other people so other 
people know or get some important information from your writing 
itself. 
  Based on some explanations above, the researcher concluded that 
there are five prosess of writing, they are prewriting, drafting/organizing, 
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revising, editing and proofreading, and the last is publishing and 
presenting. 
c. Purpose of Writing 
1) To inform 
 The purpose of writing is to inform is to share facts and 
other information. Informational texts such as reports make 
statements that are supported by facts and truthful evidence.  
In writing, the writer wants to inform some important information 
to other people. For example a statement that are supported by the 
real something. 
2) To Explain 
 The purpose of writing is to explain is to tell what, how, 
and why about a topic. An example is to explain in writing how to 
do or make something. In the content of writing, the writer would 
like to explain about the topic itself. 
3) To Narrate 
 The purpose of writing is to narrate is to tell a story. The 
story can be made up or truthful. Most forms of narrative writing 
have a beginning, middle, and end. Examples are fictional stories 
and personal narratives. The aims of this one is to entertain to the 
reader or listener about story that happen in the past. 





 Writing has a purpose to persuade states an opinion or goal 
and supports it with reasons and supporting details in order to get 
the audience to agree, take action, or both. In writing also there is 
statement that include into opinion category with many reasons and 
supporting detail for asking people to do or agree something.
 
 
  According to the explanations above, the researcher concluded that 
function of writing, namely; to inform, to explain, to narrate, and to 
persuade the reader or listener. 
d. Evaluating of Writing 
 In evaluation the writing ability is need to recognize the criteria for 
writing assessment in the researcher students. Method of scoring which 
require a separate score for each of a number aspect of tasks are said to 
be analystic.  
 The following scale, devised by John Anderson, is based on an oral 
ability scale found in Harris that consists namely: 
1) Grammar 
 Grammar is the part of the study language which deals with 
forms structure of words, with their customary arrangement in 
phrase and sentence that often with language sounds and words 
meaning. 
2) Vocabulary 
 English vocabulary has a ramarkable range, flexibility, and 





our opportunity to express subtle shades of meaning at various 
levels of style.  
3) Mechanic 
 This criterion talks about punctuation and spelling of the 
writing. In mechanic evaluation, teacher evaluated about 




 In fluency of writing must be consistence between choice 
of structure with vocabulary and also both of them must be 
appropriate. 
5) Form (organization) 
  In writing activity organization is the one of main 
assessment in writing ability. This criteria is identify introduction, 
body, and conclusion of writing task.
 43
  
 So, the researcher concluded that there are many evaluations of 
writing, they are: are grammar, vocabulary, mechanic, fluency, and form 
(organization).  
2. Narrative Text 
a. Definition of Narrative Text 
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 Narrative text is a text which has function to amuse or entertain the 
reader or listener. This text tells about the events, legends, or 
imaginative story that happen in the past which contain moral value 
from the text itself. Narrative text is one of kinds of text that must be 
understood by the students, such as how to write the text based on the 
generic structure, so it can be a good and correct writing. 
 Narrative is a form of text which try to tell what is happen in order 
to make the reader imagine that they are in that situation. In other Elliot 
said narrative (story) in the human sciences should be defined 
provisionally as discours with aclear sequential other that connect 
events in a meaningful way for a definiteaudience and thus offer insight 
about the world and or people‟s experience of it.
44
 Mcintyre said 
narrative as basically a story, of happening or events, either real or 
imaginarywhich the narrator considers interesting or important. 
  According to Mahsusi, narrative is a paragraph which tell 
something,condition or an event.The character will be human or 
animals and the event is shown chronologically.
 45
 Moreover, Meyers 
states that narrative is one of the most powerful ways of communicating 
with others.
 
It can be conclude that narrative has purpose to entertain 
the readers with interesting stories. 
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 Narrative is social role as a medium for entertainment and 
changing social opinion and attitudes.
46
 Narration is a description of 
events, especially in a novel or story, tha act process of feeling a 
story.
47
 Narrative is telling a story. The purpose of narration is to amuse 
or entertain the readers with actual or imaginary experiences in different 
ways. Cahyono stated that narration usually refers to telling story. The 
ideas in the narration are developed chronologically.
48
 Narrative text is 
a text to tell an imagination story is built in sequentially which has 
purpose is to amuse to the reader. 
 Narrative text is a story which uses spoken or written language. 
According to Rebecca, a narrative text is a text which relates a series of 
logical, and chronologically related events that are caused or 
experienced by factors. In addition, Djatmika and Wulandari define a 
narrative text as a type of text which can amuse the reader or the 
listener and also has a moral value inside the story.
49
 
 A.S Hornby in Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary defines 
“Narrative is a description of events, especially in a novel or story, the 
act or process of feeling a story.” It similarly with John Langan says, 
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“Narration is a writer tells the story of something that happened” 
through narrative, we make statement clear by relating in detail 
something that has happened to us.” According to Otong Setiawan, 
“Narrative is kinds of text about story of legend and resolution to amuse 




 Meanwhile, Knapp and Watkins adds that formally, narrative 
sequences people/characters in time and space.
 51
 In its most basic form, 
in text types such as recountingand retelling, the genre does little more 
than simply sequence.
 
A key characteristic for all texttypes in the genre, 
however, is the requirement to orient or introduce the reader/listener to 
the people, time and place in the story. The structure of narrative is 
generally more complex thanthe orientation and sequencing typical of 
recounting. 
  From some explanations above, the researcher concluded that 
narrative text is one kind of the text which is an imagination story, legend, 
folklore, fabel, fairy tales or event that occured in the past, which has 
systematical and chronologically form. This text has function to amuse or 
entertain the reader or listeners. 
b. Generic Structure of Narrative Text 
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 The generic structure of narrative text focuses on a series of stages 







  Orientation is about the opening paragraph where the 
characters of the story are introduced.
53
 Orientation is parts of text 
give setting or opening about narrative. Introduction contains the 
thesis of the text. In this level, the character of the story, introduce 
the students. In the story happened and who is involved on the story. 
the introduction of the characters who involve in the story, time and 
the place where the story takes place. 
  In this level also used to produce atmosphere so that makes 
the student are persuaded to follow the story. In other words 
orientation of narrative text tells who the character was/where, where 
it happened, when it happened. 
2) Complication 
 Complication is parts of text to inform about the conflict in 
narrative. Sequence of events (complication) This part tells the 
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sequence of the story. The problem faced by the character. The 
complication makes they story more interesting because the 
Character is prevented to reach his or her wants. It is in the middle 
of story. Complication is a series of events in which the main 




 Resolution is parts of text to describe about the reaction to 
solve the problem. Resolution, it tells how the problem was solved 
it also called solving problem. A satisfying narrative we well give 
the resolution of the problem. Resolution is the ending of the story 
containing the problem solution 
 Resolution is the part where the problem is resolved, it 
consists of the final events of the story and it answers the question 




 Coda is the describe reflection or evaluation the conflict 
about narrative.
55
 Coda, it tells what the story has told or tells again 
the character and contains the message of moral value to the 
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readers. Those elements must exist in narrative text. It gives more 
explanation in order to make the story clear and understandable.
56
 
 Coda is signaling the end. The “coda” is a formal 
conclusion that signals the end of the story, and returns the 
storyteller and the public to the present. The “coda” is a functional 
device for returning the verbal perspective to the present moment” 
a coda, a signal of completion.
57
  
  From some explanations above, the researcher concluded that 
generic structure of narrative text consists into four, namely: orientation, 
complication, resolution, and the last is coda. 
c. Function of Narrative Text 
 The purpose of this text is to amuse or entertain the readers with 
actual or vicarious experiences in different ways.  
Narrative text deal with problematic events which lead to a crisis or 
turning point of some kind, which in turn finds a resolution.
58
 
d. Kinds of Narrative Text 
1) Legend 
2) Fable 
3) Fairy tales 
4) Science fiction 
e. The Language Features of Narrative Text 
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 The language features of the text, namely: 
1) The use of noun, such as tree, tortoise, hare, etc. 
2) The use of noun phrase, such as the proud hare, etc. 
3) The use of connectives, such as first, before, then, and finally. 59 
4) The use of adverbial phrases of time and places, such as once upon 
a time, in the forest, etc. 
 
5) The use of thinking verb and feeling verb, such as the hare thought    
 “I’II take a sort nap, etc. 
6) The use of material process, such as run, huge, nap, etc. 
7) The use of verbal process, such as asked, said, etc.60 
  According to Pardiyono, some of language features of writing 




The Example of Narrative Text 
The Hare and The Tortoise 
 Once upon a time a hare and a tortoise lived as friends in the forest. The 
hare was very proud but the tortoise was humble and wise. One day, the 
proud hare said to the tortoise, “You know, I can run faster than you.” 
“Yes,” the tortoise agreed. But the hare said, Why do not we have a race? 
Then you will know how fast I am”. 
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 Even though the tortoise knew he was no match foe the hare, he knew 
that the hare was arrogant. He agreed to join the race. The race started. The 
hare ran fast and was ahead of the tortoise. As he was running, the hare 
came by a huge tree. The hare thought, “I’II take a sort nap under the tree 
and then ran again.”. 
 
 
 The tortoise, walking slowly, went past the sleeping hare and reached 
the finish line. When the hare woke up, he realized he had slept for too 
long. He ran as fast as he could but he saw the tortoise had already reached 




C. Review of Related Finding 
 There were some researchers which have done the research that related 
to this research, as follow: 
1. The first researcher was Reki Anggara, et.al. The researcher found the 
result percentages of two types of the errors made by the fourth semester 
students at English education program Batanghari University. The 
researcher found that first, the biggest total percentage of the errors in 
language feature made by the students writing narrative text was past 
tense. Second, the middle total percentage of the errors made by the 
students was adjective. Third, the smallest total percentage made by the 
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students was adverb. The biggest total percentage of the errors in generic 
structure made by the students writing narrative text was spelling. 
Second, the middle total percentage of the errors made by the students 




2. The second researcher was Eko Mulyono. The researcher  found the errors 
do occur in the production of narrative text committed by students in 
grade XI of SMKN 4 Surakarta. There are three types of errors namely 
lexical, syntactical, and discourse error. The types of errors have twenty 
four categories of errors. The most dominant error is in syntactical error 




3. The third researcher was Novita Sahara. The researcher found the result 
of common errors which found on the student’s writing into some 
categories. The biggest number found in capital letters category which 
has number 38 or 32, 20 % error. It can be conclude that the students of 
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A. Place and Time of the Research 
 The research conducted at State Institute for Islamic Studies (IAIN 
Padangsidimpuan), locates at Jln. H.T. Rizal Nurdin Sihitang, 
Padangsidimpuan. Specifically at Tarbiyah and Teacher Training Faculty. 
This research started from 29th June up to 15th August 2020. 
B. Kind and Method of the Research 
 This research applies qualitative research. Qualitative research is a 
research that does not use statistic method, which to analyze what other 
people do in real activity. The method of qualitative research is which 
emphasizes in aspect of comprehending in deep the problem. 
 Qualitative research is concerned with nonstatistical methods of inquiry 
and analysis of social phenomena. Qualitative methods open up all 
experiences to knowledge status.
66
  
 This research used descriptive method. Descriptive method is a method 
to analyze or make a sense perception about situation or event based on real 
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C. Source of the Data 
 The sources of the data is the subject who was given the data to 
researcher. The source of data in this research consists of two sources. They 
are primary and secondary data. 
a. Primary data  
 Researcher took one class to do this research. It was considered 
based on the ability of this class which assumed that TBI-1 at 6th 
semester more competence than other TBI classes. Researcher took the 
certainly class because it could be representative to take the result of 
research, that is class TBI-1 that consists 37 students. In this research 
there are 35 students who answered the test.  
 This research done with purposive sampling. According to 
Riduwan that, “Purposive sampling is one of technical that can be used 
by researcher, if researcher had some of considerations take the certainly 
sampling to get the aim”.
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b. Secondary data 
 Researcher did  interview to ten students to get the reason and 




                                                             
68Riduwan, Belajar Mudah Penelitian Untuk Guru-Karyawan Dan Peneliti Pemula 





D. Instrument of Collecting Data 
 In this research uses test and interview to collect the data of the 
research. For collecting the data accurately on student’s error in writing 
narrative text, the researcher gave essay narrative writing test. Test is one 
kind of instrument that researcher used to measure the students’ ability and to 
know how far the students’ comprehend about the subject or the lesson that 
teacher has been explained. The instrument of this research is essay narrative 
writing test given to the students. The writing test was intended to gather 
information about the students' errors in writing narrative text. 
 According to Ary et all stated that test is a set of stimuli presented to 
individual in order to elicit responses on the basis of which a numerical score 
can be assigned. If based on Kerlinger said that test is a systematic procedure 
in which the individuals tested are presented with a set of constructed stimuli 




 Lexy J. Moleong stated that test is a practice that is used to measure 
someone or a group’s skill, knowledge, intelligence, ability or talent.
70
 
Meanwhile, Anne Anastasi defines a test as a tool of measure which has 
objective standard and can be used widely, and truely can be used to measure 
and to compare behavior of individual.
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 In this research, the researcher used essay writing to test the 
students in writing narrative text, which essay writing which is probably 
one of the more common writing tasks. Essay is group of paragraphs 
written about single topic and a central main idea.
72
 In this test, students 
asked to write a narrative text about a legend. So, indicator of test are: 
Table 2 
Indicator of Test 








































 Test is a direction to write narrative text based on generic structure. 
Appropriate with the instrument of this research, the researcher wants to 
find out error based on surface strategy taxonomy made by students. So 
the researcher analyzed the students’ erorr in writing narrative text. 
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  According to Nasution said that interview is a verbal communication 
similarly as a conversation to take the information.
73
 Researcher did 
interview to ten students about errors in writing narrative text. The 
question is a tool to know the errors and the reason made by students in 
writing narrative text. The interview was done via online by using WA 
aplication indirectly. The students sent the record about answer of 
questions after researcher has sent the list of interview to the students. 
E. Technique of Collecting Data 
 The research has done (via-online) by using google classroom, so 
technique of collecting data (the test) of this research described as follow: 
1. Telling or announcing the students from WA that researcher will do this 
research (via-online) by using google classroom. 
2. Sending the code class to the students from WA to enter the group in 
google classroom. 
3. Choosing appropriate time to do this research. 
4. Sending the instrument of test in file form in google classroom. 
5. Explaining what the test is and what students will do with the test. 
6. Determine the time in doing the test. 
7. Asking the students to answer the test. 
8. Giving chance to the students to answer the test. 
9. Collecting or printing the students’ answer sheet (as proof) to analyze it. 
 
                                                             





F. Technique of Data Analysis 
 There are some steps in applying the error analysis to analyze the data 
that researcher adapted from Brown. The steps mean are explained below: 
1. Read the students’ writing firstly. 
2. Identification of Error 
  Identification of errors here refers to the identification of any 
deviations in English sentences which possibly could be found in the 
students’ writing. 
3. Classification of Error 
  After the errors have been identified, the next step is classifying it 
into kind of errors. The classification of error was done based on surface 
strategy taxonomy proposed by Dulay et.al. which is classified into 
omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. 
4. Tabulating of Error 
 Besides the two procedures above, this research counted the 
frequency of occurrence of the error made by the students. It is needed to 
figure out the frequency of the errors previously identified and classified. 
The error are then counted and tabulated, and the number of errors is 
presented in the form of percentage. To find the percentage of frequency 




 x 100 % 
Where:  





n : the number of a particular type of error  
nt : the total number of all types of errors 
5. Describing of Error 
 Then, the next step is describing the errors in terms of the kind and 
proportions. In the description of each error, the researcher examined the 




6. Taking conclusion 
 The last step is taking conclusion. Researcher concluded the kinds 
of dominant error made by students in writing narrative text. 
G. Technique of Trustworthiness the Data 
 Here, researcher used member checking. This criterion asks the 
researcher to seek for the truth and to ensure that the data obtained in the 
research is convenient to what the researcher intended.  
 Member Checking is interpretations of the data are shared with 
participants to ensure that meaning has been preserved. Used member 
checking to determine the accuracy of the qualitative findings through taking 
the final report or spesific description or themes back to participants and 
determining whether these participants feel that they are accurate. The 
researcher takes back parts of the polished product.
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THE RESULT OF RESEARCH 
A. Research Finding 
 This research applies qualitative research that uses descriptive 
method. The participant of this research is student TBI-1 at 6th semester of 
English Department period 2019-2020. Based on instrument of the test, 
students asked to write/type a narrative text about legend. There are 35 
students who answered the test. After finishing the test, students sent the test 
in file form to google classroom. The detail description of result the test 
described below: 
1. Students made error in surface strategy taxonomy category. 
2. Kinds of error made by students were in omission (63 errors), addition 
(62 errors), misformation (56 errors), and misordering (23 errors) 
categories. (see on table 3 below) 
Table 3 
Classification of Students’ Error 
Items Error 
Surface Strategy Taxonomy 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
Conjunction 11 8 0 6 
Article 18 17 0 0 
Singular/Plural 7 3 1 0 
To be 10 15 1 0 








2 1 0 3 
Demonstrative 
adjective 
8 3 0 0 
Pronoun 2 13 2 2 
Preposition 1 1 0 8 
 
Total 
63 62 56 23 
204 
 
3. The dominant error made by students was in omission category with the 
percentage 30,9 %. (see on the table 4 below) 
Table 4 
Percentage of Dominant Error Made by Students 
No. Error Frequency Error Percentage (%) 
1 Omission 63 30,9 % 
2 Addition 62 30,4 % 
3 Misformation 56 27,4 % 
4 Misordering 23 11,3 % 
                 Total 204            100 % 
 
Based on figure 1 below, there are 9 grammatical items found on 
students’ error in writing narrative text. But there are five item errors often 
appears on students’ grammatical; they are: verb tense (61 errors), article 








Items Error Made by Students 
 
B. Discussion 
 Based on data analysis above, error really made by students in 
writing narrative text. Researcher counted there were 204 number of erros. 
The are nine item errors that usually faced by students, they are on using 
conjunction, article, singular and plural, to be, verb tense, adverb and 
adjective, demonstrative adjective, pronoun, and preposition. Researcher 
found the highest erorrs which include into dominant errors was in omission 
category which has 63 or 30,9%. The lowest was in misordering category 
which the number of error was 23 or 11,3%. 
 The reason why students made errors in writing narrative text due to 
less in grammar mastery and confused how to differenciate of the verb. So 













and grammar. Without knowing vocabularies in English and do not 
understand about grammar, the students will feel difficult to write sentences 
or a text. 
 What have been found in this research was little different to the 
findings before. The research who conducted by Reki Anggara, et.al found  
 the first biggest error was in past tense with the number of error was 84 or 
4,35%. The second was in adjective with the number of error was 87 or 4,20 
%. The third was in adverb with the number of erros was 98 or 3,73%. The 
last was in conjunction with the number of error was 97 or 3,77%.
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 While the research who conducted by Eko Mulyono. There are three 
types of errors namely lexical, syntactical, and discourse error. The types of 
errors have twenty four categories of errors.  
The most dominant error is in syntactical error i.e. using simple present 
tense refers to simple past with the percentage 22,37%..
77
  
 Meanwhile, the research who conducted by Novita Sahara found the 
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C. The threats of the Research 
 In conducting this research, the researcher realized that there were 
many threats of the research. It started from arraging proposal until finishing 
the thesis. So, the researcher knows this thesis still far from excellent thesis. 
 The researcher have done the interview and gave the test to the 
students in via online by using google classroom. There were threats of time 
in doing this research. Because the students had many activities, so the 
process of collecting  the data needed long time. Therefore, to get a fix for 









CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion 
 The conclusion of this research as follow: 
1. The error made by students at 6th semester of English Department period 
2019-2020 IAIN Padangsidimpuan in writing narrative text was in 
Surface Strategy Taxonomy category. The item errors that usually faced 
by students were on using conjunction, article, singular/plural, to be, verb 
tense, adverb and adjective, demonstrative adjective, pronoun, and 
preposition. 
2. The kinds of error made by students in writing narrative text were in 
category of omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. The 
number of omission error was 63. The number of addition error was 62. 
The number of misformation erorr was 56. The last is the number of 
misordering error was 23. Total all of the errors were 204. 
3. The kinds of dominant error made by students in writing narrative text 












 After explanating of the conclusion above, the researcher wants to give 
the suggestions concern with the result of the research. It can be seen as 
follow: 
1. On this occasion, the researcher hopes that other researcher will conduct a 
research related to the topic study, especially to find out other students’ 
error analysis in narrative text. 
2. The English lecturer motivates the students to improve students’ ability in 
writing genre especially in narrative text. So, the students can not make 
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The Instrument of Test 
A. Introduction 
 This test is used by the researcher as the instrument of the research. 
This is to find out students’ error in writing narrative text by analyzing the 
errors in the text. The researcher gives this test and orders the students to 
do it under the instruction. 
B. Instruction 
1. Fill in your identity in the provide box. 
2. Write down a narrative text about a legend. This must be your own 
text. 
3. The text should consists of the generic structure of narrative text; 
orientation, complication, resolution, and coda. 
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The List of Interview 
A.  Interview to Students 
1. Have you ever made error in writing narrative text? 
2. What error do you make in writing narrative text? 










Analysing t e students’ 
error 

























Omission of to be “were” The prince and the 
princess fell in love 
The prince and the princess 
were fell in love 
 
Omission of adverb of place In the forest near the 
lake 
In the forest near to the lake 
 
Addition of article “a” For a swim in the lake For swim in the lake 
 
Addition of conjunction the world devided into 
two parts, and each 
part was rulled by a 
powerful giant king 
the world devided into two 
parts, each part was rulled 
by a powerful giant king 
 
 
Addition of conjunction wanted to travel, and 
so left father’s palace 
wanted to travel, so left 
father’s palace 
 
Misformation of verb tense but story takes place 
when there was peace 
but story took place when 
there was peace 
 
Misformation of verb tense The prince say he 
wanted to marry the 
princess 
The prince said he wanted to 




In days long gone by Long day ago 
 















to swim away when 
the giant princess 
called him back 
away when the giant 





Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
 






SH Omission of 
conjunction 
carried a basket, wore 
dirty clothes 
carried a basket and wore 
dirty clothes 
 Omission of 
demonstrative adjective 
Nobody knew they were 
mother and daughter 
Nobody knew that they were 
mother and daughter 
Omission of article While entering village While entering the village 




A market was far away 
from 




The market was far away 
from 
Addition of article She gave a same answer She gave same answer 
Misordering of 
prepositional phrase 
A market was far away 
from 
A market was far from 
 Classification Error 





4 1 - 1 
MAP Omission of article He tried to apply for job He tried to apply for a job 
Omission of to be That why his boss cared 
for him 




The merchant was so 
proud with Sampuraga 
The merchant was so proud 
of Sampuraga 
Addition of article Take this old woman out 
of here 
Take this an old woman out 
of here 
Misformation of plural I want to go some place I want to go some places 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
After working all day After work all day 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
Most of inhabitants have 
farms and fields 
Most of inhabitants had 
farms and fields 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
Sampuraga asking for his 
mother’s blessing 
Sampuraga asked for his 
mother’s blessing 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
live in prosperity lived in prosperity 
 
 Misformation of verb 
tense 
People later call it People later called it 
Misordering of 
conjunction 
But then he saw Then he saw 
Misordering of 
conjunction 
The old woman then Then the old woman 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 





Omission of article They lived as couple They lived as a couple 
 
 







































Sumartono was dead 
Omission of article In river area In the river area 
Addition of conjunction and they lived in 
Simangalan 
they lived in Simangalan 
Addition of conjunction And fall down to the river fall down to the river 
Addition of to be Because there are 
crocodiles 
Because there were 
crocodiles 
Addition of conjunction And than Sumartono 
worked 
Then Sumartono worked 
Addition of conjunction And suddenly a crocodile suddenly a crocodile 
Addition of adverb of 
manner 
We must be carefuly We must be carefully 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
They work every monday They worked every Monday 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
A crocodile comes from 
river 
A crocodile came from river 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
Pounce him Pounced him 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
His wife cry His wife cried 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
And fall down to the river And fell down to the river 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
Eat up crocodile ate up crocodile 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
We work in river area We worked in river area 
Misordering of verb 
tense 
His wife sock looked His wife socked to look 





 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 













Addition of to be His name is Tumang His name was Tumang 
Addition of to be A mother which was called is 
Dayang Sumbi 
A mother which was 
called was Dayang 
Sumbi 
Addition of relative 
pronoun 
A mother which was called A mother who was called 
Addition of relative 
pronoun 
A child which was called 
Sangkuriang 
A child who was called 
Sangkuriang 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
Sangkuriang got wounded Sangkuriang got wound 
 
 
Misformation of verb 
tense 
And scare And scared 
Misordering of adverb 
of time 
Years go by Years by years 
Misordering of 
prepositional phrase 
With a down just moment 
away 
Just moment down away 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
- 4 2 2 















A single prey passes A single prey passed 











verb tense sound 
Misformation of 
verb tense 








He get a delicious prey He got a delicious 
prey 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
- 1 5 - 
IF Omission of plural Some job Some jobs 
Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
1 - - - 
ADP Omission of to be A large bear getting closer toward 
them 
A large bear was 




The bear came near the one The bear came near to 
the one 
Misformation of to 
be 
He lay down He laid down 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
The bears do not want to touch The bears did not 
want to touch 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 





Omission of to be Gave the name Sangkuriang Gave the name was 
Sangkuriang 
 














“up” to be a handsome 
Addition of 
possesive pronoun 





So that the Gods gave him a youthful 
and beautiful face 
So the Gods gave him 
a youthful and 
beautiful face 




Sangkuriang make a big boat Sangkuriang made a 
big boat 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
2 4 1 - 
EH Omission of verb To a long mission To go a long mission 
Classification Error 
 Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
1 - - - 
PS Omission of plural Looking for some food Looking for some 
foods 
Omission of verb They fought for the goat They fought for 
getting the goat 
 Classification Error 
 Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
2 - - - 
FSF Omission of plural Looking for some food Looking for some 
foods 
Omission of verb They fought for the goat They fought for 
getting the goat 
 Classification Error 





























The man must promised he would 
not say to another people 
The man must 
promised that he 
would not say to 
another people 
Omission of plural Some gardening Some gardenings 












The man must promised he would 
not say to another people 
The man must 
promise that he would 




He wanted to cooks He wanted to cook 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
3 2 2 - 
AD Omission of 
conjunction 
Carried a basket, wore dirty clothes Carried a basket and 




Nobody kew they were mother and 
daughter 
Nobody kew that they 






Omission of article While entering village While entering the 
village 
Omission of article But girl arrogantly But the girl arrogantly 
Omission of article Suddenly, girl stopped then slowly Suddenly, the girl 
stopped then slowly 
Addition of article She gave a same answer 
 
 
A market was far away from their 
house 
She gave same answer 
 
 
The market was far 




A market was far away from their 
house 
A market was far from 
their house 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
5 1 - 1 
ARS Addition of article He could build a thousand temples 
before dawn 
He could build 
thousand temples 
before dawn 
Addition of to be Roro Jongrang statue is inside Candi 
Prambanan 
Roro Jongrang statue 
was inside Candi 
Prambanan 
Addition of article To complete the project of a 
thousand temples 
To complete the 
project of thousand 
temples 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
- 3 - - 
 








Addition of article This the trick I told you This trick that I told 
you 




Why I know at least Why I knew at least 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
I know only one trick to get away I knew only one trick 
to get away 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
Well out of reach of any dog Well out of reached of 
any dog 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 











Carried a basket, wore dirty clothes Carried a basket and 




Nobody knew they were mother and 
daughter 
Nobody knew that 
they were mother and 
daughter 
Omission of article While entering village While entering the 
village 
Omission of article But girl arrogantly But the girl arrogantly 
Omission of article Suddenly, girl stopped then slowly Suddenly, the girl 
stopped then slowly 
Addition of article She gave a same answer 
 
A market was far away from their 
house 
She gave same answer 
 
The market was far 
away from their house 







house from their house 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
5 1 - 1 
KA Omission of to be A large bear getting closer A large bear was 
getting closer 
Omission of adverb 
of place 




He lay down He laid down 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
The bears do not want to touch the 
dead creatures 
The bears did not 
want to touch the dead 
creatures 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 






Thanked the old woman Thanked to the old 
woman 
 
Omission of plural asked for some food asked for some foods 




She gave him shelter and a meal She gave him shelter 
and  meal 
Misordering of 
verb 
Everybody was dumbfounded Everybody was dumb 
founded 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 





MRS Omission of 
conjunction 
Carried a basket, wore dirty clothes Carried a basket and 
wore dirty clothes 
Omission of article While entering village While entering the 
village 
Omission of article Suddenly, girl stopped then slowly Suddenly, the girl 




Nobody knew they were mother and 
daughter 
Nobody knew that 
they were mother and 
daughter 




A market was far away from their 
house 
A market was far from 
their house 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 











So they go to the forest bring any 
food 
So they went to the 













Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
- 1 2 - 









They get married They got married 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
Tells her mother Told her mother 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
Sangkuriang feel sad Sangkuriang felt sad 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
The morning come before 
Sangkuriang 




The prince then changed Then the prince 
changed 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 















Omission of to be A large bear getting closer toward 
them 
A large bear was 












Ask his friend Asked his friend 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
He lay down He laid down 





Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 








Omission of article To do other things as human To do other things as 
a human 
Addition of article A puppeteer whose name is Geppetto A puppeteer who 
name was Geppetto 
 
Addition of to be 
and relative 
pronoun 
A puppeteer whose name is Geppetto 
 
 
A puppeteer whose name is Geppetto 
A puppeteer who 
name was Geppetto 
 
A puppeteer who 
name was Geppetto 
Misordering of 
conjunction 
He then studied Then he studied 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
1 2 - 1 
UH Omission of 
conjunction 
Promised his mother Promised to his 
mother 
Addition of article The person who owned the field a person who owned 
the field 
Addition of to be Sampuraga os a story from 
Mandailing country 
Sampuraga was a 








Arriving in the crowd Arrived in the crowd 
 Classification Error 





1 2 1 - 
SA Addition of 
conjunction 
Beautiful dan kind Beautiful and kind 
Misformation of 
verb tense 




A samll hut far away from A samll hut far from 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
- 1 1 1 
 
SKR Addition of article He could bulid a thousand temples He could bulid 
thousand temples 
Addition of article To complete project of a thousand 
temples 
To complete project 
of thousand temples 
Addition of to be Roro Jongrang statue is inside Candi 
Prambanan 
Roro Jongrang statue 
was inside Candi 
Prambanan 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
- 3 - - 




To bring lunch to father To bring the lunch to 
his father 
Addition of to be Toba lake is called Samosir Island Toba lake was called 
Samosir Island 
 





conjunction to Samosir 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
2 1 - 1 
DAW Omission of 
conjunction 
Carried a basket, wore dirty clothes Carried a basket and 
wore dirty clothes 
Omission of article While entering village While entering the 
village 





Nobody knew they were mother and 
daughter 
Nobody knew that 
they were mother and 
daughter 





A market was far away from A market was far from 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
4 1 - 1 
HIH Omission of plural Looking for some food Looking for some 
foods 
Omission of verb 
tense 
Then they fought for the goat Then they fought for 
getting the goat 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
2 - - - 
NSL Omission of 
conjunction 









There is a stone hanging on a cliff There was a stone that 
hanging on a cliff 
Addition of plural The two big stone The two big stones 
Addition of to be There is a stone There was a stone 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
There is a stone hanging on a cliff There was a stone that 
hung on a cliff 
Misordering of 
conjunction 
They had stayed there for years They had stayed there 
for many years 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 









Addition of to be His dog name is Tumang His dog name was 
Tumang 
Addition of to be A mother which was called is 
Dayang Sumbi 
A mother was called 





A mother which was called is 
Dayang Sumbi 
A mother who was 




A child which was called 
Sangkuriang 




Then cast away from their home Then casted away 
from their home 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
The boat was almost complete The boat was almost 
completed 
Misordering of 
adverb of time 
Years go by Years by years 
 Classification Error 




















Ani could play near a samll stream Ani could play near to 
a samll stream 
Omission of 
conjunction 




She became a prince He became a prince 
Addition of 
possesive pronoun 
He could wet his feet she could wet her feet 
 
 
Addition of relative 
pronoun 
The frog looked at him The frog looked at her 
Addition of 
possesive pronoun 
He could wet his feet she could wet his feet 
Addition of relative 
pronoun 
He liked to hunt for crickets she liked to hunt for 
crickets 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 












Omission of to be The princess statue Roro Jongrang The princess statue 




Was the daughter of Pabu Baka She was the daughter 




So that the rooster thought that it So that the rooster 
thought it 
 
Addition of relative 
pronoun 
whose name was Roro Jongrang Who name was Roro 
Jongrang 









Whose beauty was very famous in 
the land 
Who was very beauty 
and famous in the land 
Misordering of 
relative pronoun 
Whose beauty was very famous in 
the land 
Who was very beauty 
and famous in the land 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
























Omission of to be You greedy You were greedy 
Omission of to be They both punching and kicking They were both 
punching and kicking 
Omission of article Fought for goats Fought for getting the 
goats 
Addition of to be Baya is the crocodile Baya was the 
crocodile 
Addition of article Sura is the named of the shark Sura is named of the 
shark 
Addition of to be This is the most delicious lunch This was the most 
delicious lunch 
Addition of plural Looking for some food Looking for some 
foods 
Addition of verb Feels tired of fighting Feel tired of fighting 
Misformation of 
verb tense 


















Stay in the country Stayed in the country 
Misformation of 
verb tense 
They fight again They fought again 
Misformation of 
article 




Later they fought for goats Later they fought for 
getting the goats 
Misordering of 
verb 
Tail Sura Baya fight Sura fought Baya’s 
tail 
 Classification Error 
Omission Addition Misformation Misordering 
3 5 7 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
